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26th Theological Conference
May 18-21, 2017
Calvin Center, Hampton, GA

Registration deadline: April 21, 2017

Do please consider joining a unique group of One
God, Messiah and Kingdom believers for those 4 days!
You and your story, if you choose, will be an
encouraging blessing to others who are emerging from
various backgrounds. Our belief is that teaching the
truths of the Bible is life-energizing!

Conference rates per person—inc. 3 nights, 9 meals

Single Double
(per person)
Hotel-style  room | $415 $260

(2 beds with private
bath, sheets/towels)

Bunkbed room (6 | $185 per person
per room with bath) | +$15 for sheets and towels or bring

We  can  assign your own
roommates

Please note that there are only 24 hotel-style rooms
available, so please register early. First come, first
served! There are also hotels 15 minutes away by car (see
list at theologicalconference.org). If not staying at Calvin
Center, the conference price including meals (except
breakfasts) is $85 per person (commuter).

Three ways to register:

1. Online at theologicalconference.org

2. Mail the form on the back page

3. Call Atlanta Bible College at 800-347-4261
Airport Transportation

We will provide transportation between Atlanta
airport and Calvin Center for $25 round-trip or $15 one-
way, at the following times:

Airport to Calvin Center

Thurs. May 18 | 2:00 pm | 4:00 pm

Calvin Center to Airport

Sun. May 21 | 1:00 pm |

Please arrange your arrival time on Thursday early
enough to catch one of the two shuttle runs. On Sunday,
May 21 we will provide only 1 shuttle run. In order to
allow you enough time to catch your return flight, we
suggest you not book your return flight prior to 3:30 pm.

The conference begins with registration at 4 pm on
Thursday and ends with lunch on Sunday. Driving
directions to Calvin Center are at calvincenter.org
The address is 13550 Woolsey Rd., Hampton, GA
30228.

The Christianity of Jesus and of
the Bible is Not So Complicated

It is a constant puzzle to me as to why most
churchgoers seem to reflect so little (if at all!) on
the belief system they are getting week after week in
church. Americans are tremendously interested in what
goes on in current politics — what is happening with
taxes, with health care; who is the best candidate to fix
the mass of problems society is faced with. Granted that
readers of this magazine (monthly, now in its 19" year)
are convinced that only the Messiah Jesus (Luke 2:11:
“the Messiah lord”) can ultimately reorganize society
successfully so that nations will never again imagine
destroying each other — men, women, and children — in
war, using terrifying weapons of mass murder. Only
Jesus (barring some unforeseen outcry even now) will
ultimately and successfully ban the wanton destruction of
human life in the womb. Only Jesus will have the power
to convince every living person that a fetus is a human
being and that to stop a beating heart is murder. Only the
intervention of the Messiah at his one and only
spectacular arrival, his future, post-Great Tribulation
Second Coming will put an end to the devastating
deceptive powers of the evil angel the Devil (the
SATAN). According to Revelation 12:9 “the Devil is
currently deceiving the whole world”; “the whole world
lies in his appalling grip” (1 John 5:19). When the future
first stage of the Kingdom of God on earth comes at the
return of Jesus, “the Devil will no longer be able to
deceive the nations” (Rev. 20:3). The Devil patently
cannot both be “deceiving the whole world” and
“deceiving the nations no longer” — at the same time!
Amillennialism is thus proven false.

The Millennium (Rev. 20:1-6) will introduce a brand
new world order on earth, the “inhabited earth of the
future,” which is a major theme of the Gospel (Heb. 2:5).
At the resurrection of all the faithful only, destined to
occur at the one visible return of Jesus, the world will
experience, after reeducation, a splendid world peace and
security. The saints or holy people of all the ages, then
immortalized, will rule the world along with Jesus (Rev.
2:26-27, etc.). Revelation 5:10 is one of many perfectly
clear verses announcing the future Kingdom in which the
saints will administer and govern the new society of that
time (1 Cor. 6:2: “govern and manage the world”).

None of this information is complicated, provided the
straightforward, central Bible verses are not disposed of
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by silence or twisting! Revelation 5:10 informs us that
Jesus has been assembling an international company of
priests and kings, as formerly the nation of Israel was
intended to be (Ex. 19:5-6; 1 Pet. 2:4-10). They will rule
on the earth with Jesus.

Here is Peter’s inspired description of the identity of
true believers. To those emerging from the clutches of the
Watchtower control, which denies Christian identity to
millions of JWs, these verses will have brilliant
significance and promise of Life, now and in the future:

“So as you come to him, a living stone rejected by
men but chosen and priceless in God’s sight, you
yourselves, as living stones, are built up as a spiritual
house to be a holy priesthood and to offer spiritual
sacrifices that are acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it says in Scripture, ‘Look, I lay in Zion a
stone, a chosen and priceless cornerstone, and whoever
believes in him will never be put to shame.” So you who
believe have this honor, but for those who do not believe,
the stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone, and a stumbling-stone and a rock to trip
over. They stumble because they disobey the word, as
they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of His own, so
that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. You once
were not a people, but now you are God’s people. You
were shown no mercy, but now you have received mercy”
(1 Pet. 2:4-10).

The great honor promised to true believers is to be
co-governors with Jesus at the Second Coming. They will
assist the Messiah in the process of reeducating the whole
world. A few mortal survivors at the future Day of the
Lord (Isa. 24:6) will be there to form the nucleus of a
new mortal society, just as Noah and a few emerged from
the ark after the flood. That society will quickly increase,
and across the world survivors of all the nations will
learn “righteousness” (Isa. 26:9), i.e. how to live and
think rightly. They will be freed from the crippling
falsehoods which now imprison them and poison their
minds and lives. I am thinking of the current 10 million
Jehovah’s Witnesses who have been forced into some
very unbiblical teachings, by a controlling and not very
biblically literate Watchtower. Until liberated, a
Jehovah’s Witness has been taught to imagine that the
Watchtower is an infallible authority never to be
questioned! No one should accept without question such
mind control. Nor should 20 million Seventh Day
Adventists whose leader, Ellen White, prevailed on them
to believe that no mortals would be left on earth when
Jesus comes back. To do this she deceptively left out the
words “few men are left” in Isaiah 24:6!'

'"The Great Controversy, p. 739.
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The same status of complete authority is accorded to
the Watchtower “governing body” as is granted by
Roman Catholics to the Pope when he speaks officially.
But what about other Protestants? They have submitted
themselves, often unknowingly, to a set of creeds and
beliefs which date not from the Bible (which is then very
inconsistently said to be the “sole authority”). The post-
Bible creeds of Protestants commit them to believing that
God is three in one. Jesus did not believe this. Jesus
agreed with a Jew in Mark 12:29 that God is a single
Divine Person, the Lord God of Israel, the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of David and the
God of Jesus. There is only one Person who is YHVH,
the Father (John 17:3), and this is the central truth by
which the universe is, or ought to be, controlled. Jesus
called this belief in the One God of Israel the “greatest
command” (Mark 12:28ff). Are you hearing clear
sermons on this “Greatest Command” of Jesus?

As outlined in the introduction to my translation of
the NT (The One God, the Father, One Man Messiah
Translation with commentary, from Amazon.com or
Atlanta Bible College, 800-347-4261), from the second
century AD onwards, believers became confused under
the influence of Greek philosophy introduced by
“converts” who came into the church without fully
abandoning their former pagan understandings. Gradually
the definition of the biblical faith was transformed into a
belief system which was strangely alien to the teaching of
Jesus and the Apostles. God was turned into a mysterious
three-in-one God, whom Jesus did not acknowledge (John
17:3; Mark 12:29; Deut. 6:4). The human Jesus,
supernaturally brought into existence by miracle in Mary
(Matt. 1:20: “begotten, fathered in her”; Luke 1:35: “the
child begotten”), was replaced by a second, non-fully
human, i.e. preexisting Person, either an angel, Michael
as Jehovah’s Witnesses now claim (their founder Russell
did not!), or a second “Person” of the Godhead, a second
Deity.

British historian Winwood Reade in his Martyrdom
of Man, 1892, reports the shocking facts: “The Church
diverged in discipline and dogma more and more widely
from its ancient form, till in the second century the
Christians of Judea, who had faithfully followed the
customs and tenets of the twelve Apostles, were informed
that they were heretics. During that interval a new
religion had arisen. Christianity had conquered paganism
and paganism had corrupted Christianity. The legends
which belonged to Osiris and Apollo had been applied to
the life of Jesus. The single Deity of the Jews [Mark
12:29] had been exchanged for the Trinity...The man
who had said “Why do you call me good? There is none
good but one, that is God,” had now himself been made a
god, or the third part of one” (p. 230).
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It is an amazing miracle to many of us that church
members seem to know or care so little about this
amazing alteration of “the faith once and for all delivered
to the saints” (Jude 3). Paul had warned strongly against
what would happen after his death. Jesus sounded the
alarm frequently by teaching the grim reality that many
would claim in the future to be his followers, while in fact
they were and are not (Matt. 7:21ff). They had never
actually been his true followers, and they had not paid
enough attention to his teachings — which tradition had
swamped. “In vain they worship,” Jesus complained,
“teaching for doctrines the commandments of men”
(Matt. 15:9).

How to Avoid Deception

How can we successfully read the Bible, not
neglecting, ignoring, its foundational teachings? Quite
easily, using good common sense. Start with Jesus. Paul
was an Apostle and true follower of Jesus, of course, but
as Peter warned, Paul can be difficult for beginners (2
Pet. 3:15-16). Paul absolutely was not the originator of
the Christian Gospel! It is essential to start by defining
the Gospel as Jesus defined it. Don’t believe me, but put
this question to the test. Ask your friends at every
opportunity: “What is the Christian Gospel?”

You may be shocked and surprised at the reply. It is
highly unlikely that they will respond to this utterly basic
question by citing the answer provided by Jesus! It is
highly unlikely that they will reply with the perfectly
obvious answer: that the Gospel to be believed is firstly
the Gospel about the Kingdom of God (Mark 1:14-
15). Jesus’ teaching is lucidly clear: he began his public
ministry by announcing what he called God’s Gospel
(there is no higher authority than that!). The subject
matter and content of that saving Gospel is, Jesus said:
“The Kingdom of God is near: Repent and believe the
Good News,” i.e. about the Kingdom of God.

Do you hear the phrase Gospel of the Kingdom
constantly on the lips of those who instruct you? If you
do, your teachers sound like Jesus. If not, they do not
sound like Jesus. Your task is to discern using your God-
given, critical (in the best sense) intelligence. The
possibility of being deceived, hood-winked, is very great,
Jesus warned. You really owe it to yourself and your
family to make certain that you are getting constant
instruction on the Gospel of the Kingdom. It is that
Kingdom Gospel and believing and obeying it, which will
lead to salvation. Nothing else will. It is understanding
and believing Mark 1:14-15 which puts you on the path
of the journey which leads to immortality, the life of the
Age to Come (poorly and vaguely translated as “eternal
life”).

That is why Hebrews 5:9 is a primary and startlingly
instructive verse: “salvation is granted to those who obey
Jesus.” Jesus’ words say the same thing: “he who believes
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in the Son has the life of the age to come; those who
disobey the Son — the wrath of God hangs over them”
(John 3:36). No wonder then that the voice of God from
heaven announced, “This is my Son. Listen to him”
(Mark 9:7). There is no other way of finding favor with
God or Jesus. That verse about listening to the Son is a
sort of “Hear, O Israel” (Deut. 6:4). The one thing we do
at our peril is to ignore the words of God who spoke in
OT times in various ways, but only when Jesus came did
God speak finally (Heb. 1:1-2). That final command was:
“Repent and believe the Gospel of the Kingdom of God”
(Mark 1:14-15).

As you learn this and teach others, you can turn to
the amazing verse in Acts 8:12, which shows how
faithfully the NT evangelists echoed and repeated the
words of Jesus: “When they believed Philip as he
preached the Gospel about the Kingdom of God and the
things concerning the name [the authority and program]
of Jesus, they were getting baptized in water, both men
and women.” Water baptism is the official, standard and
commanded public ceremony by which believers seal
their covenant with God and Jesus. It is not an option, but
a direct command, and we remember that salvation is
achieved by obedience to Jesus. Hebrews 5:9, John 3:36,
1 Timothy 6:3, and 2 John 7-9 are fair warning against
false teaching.

God’s Fascinating Planting Seed Program

The One God of Israel, the Father, called God 1300
times in the Greek NT, has a massively interesting
planting program in progress. He used His uniquely
procreated, begotten = brought into existence (Matt.
1:20; Luke 1:35) Son Jesus to announce this great Plan,
called the logos or word (John 1:1). This is the great
Kingdom plan/Gospel and program. It is the Christian
Gospel. Jesus preached it always (Mark 1:14-15). As a
kind of shorthand, known to the writers of the NT but
mostly not understood by today’s churchgoers, the
Kingdom of God Gospel message is simply called the
“word.” Mark 4:14 and Matthew 13:19 define it
beautifully for us as the Word of, or about, the Kingdom
of God. God’s objective from the start was to create a
human society which would actually work!

Today’s societies under the deceptive falsehoods of
the Devil (Rev. 12:9; 2 Cor. 4:4; 1 John 5:19) do not
work well! God’s plan for the future of the world is
encapsulated in the phrase “Gospel of the Kingdom,” and
Jesus announced this as the basis of his ministry in Mark
1:14-15. Our task as students of Jesus’ teaching is to
repent, change our minds and lives, and believe that
Gospel of the Kingdom message. That is Jesus’ first
command to us. This puts us in line with God’s great
purpose for mankind and the world. The Kingdom Gospel
is God’s and Jesus’ manifesto. The Kingdom Message
was sown as seed in the great parable of the sower. By
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believing that seed Gospel/Message of the Kingdom,
sown first by Jesus in Mark 4, Luke 8 and Matthew 13,
we begin to take part in God’s magnificent “sowing,
planting” program, which promises peace on earth, a new
government and immortality for all true believers! This is
the only political/spiritual issue which ultimately counts.

The governments of the present evil age (Gal. 1:4)
make all sorts of promises (many not kept!) to better our
lives now for a brief span of 80 years! But Jesus
“abolished death and brought Life and immortality to
light in the Gospel” (2 Tim 1:10). Did you catch that?
Please read it again, and make it the subject of profound
meditation. Take that truth into your system and let it
drive your life. Let it flow constantly in your spiritual
“bloodstream.” Jesus offers you immortality. He knows
how death can be abolished. He shares that secret with us
who choose to believe him! This does not mean that you
need not die the physical death which ends this life. It
does mean you can gain immortality by being raised,
resurrected, the whole you, to immortality when Jesus
comes back (1 Cor. 15:23; Luke 14:14; Dan. 12:2; Rev.
20:1-6). You must receive the downpayment, the pledge
of that future immortality now, by repenting and
believing in the Gospel of the Kingdom as commanded by
Jesus in Mark 1:14-15; Acts 8:12; 19:8; 28:23, 31. We
must of course all also believe in the substitutionary
death of Jesus for our sins. And we must repent and be
baptized in water (Acts 2:38). Salvation is granted to
“those who obey Jesus,” not to those who disobey him
(Heb. 5:9; John 3:36; John 5:24). The command is to
believe God’s Gospel of the Kingdom of God, the “word”
announced by Jesus (Luke 4:43; Acts 8:12; Heb. 2:3;
Matt. 13:19).

In the marvelous parable (illustration by comparison)
of the sower (Matt. 13; Mark 4; Luke 8), Jesus went out
to the public to sow the seeds of the future world
government to be introduced worldwide on earth at the
Second Coming. Jesus was planting the Kingdom of God
as had been promised in the OT, the Hebrew Bible.
Jeremiah 32:41: “I will rejoice over them to do them
good and will faithfully plant them in this land with all
My heart and with all My soul.”

Jesus and the apostles, our mentors, set the example
by preparing for the coming Kingdom (“Your Kingdom
come!” cp. Micah 4:8). They were seeking and finding
the members of the world government of that future
Kingdom. Paul was frustrated that some of his
congregations did not know the elementary fact that “the
saints are going to manage and govern the world” (1 Cor.
6:2), and even administer angels (v. 3). Do you want to
be like Jesus? Have you read Revelation 2:26-27: “To the
one who overcomes, I will give authority over the nations
to rule and shepherd them with a rod of iron, just as I
Jesus received that authority from my Father.” Yes, Jesus
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and God want to use your God-given talent (what talent
do you have which God did not give you?!). Our urgent
task is to be fully using our talents and other resources to
further the immortality Gospel of the Kingdom, Gospel of
God and of Jesus. We are saved by responding obediently
to Jesus (Heb. 5:9). Compare: “By his knowledge my
righteous servant [the Messiah] will make many right”
(Isa. 53:11). Jesus saves by his knowledge, as well as by
his atoning death! The death and resurrection of Jesus are
quite obviously of central importance in the Gospel. Paul
preached these as “among things of first importance” (1
Cor. 15:3). They were not the whole of the Gospel. Jesus
had preached the Kingdom of God as Gospel long before
he ever spoke a word about his death (Matt. 16:21).

This is the Christian task we are to be engaged in
joyfully, knowing that we are co-workers with God and
Jesus on the great immortality and peace on earth
program announcing the worldwide, coming Kingdom.
Our heart breaks for the straggling refugees, the starving,
the murdered babies, the sick (who frequently in
ignorance have had a part in causing their own distress by
mis-education in matters of health). The ills are going to
be righted in the future, and of course God can right some
of them now if we seek Him. Christianity is to be a whole
new lifestyle, requiring continued repentance. We are to
be modeling to the world a way of life which pleases the
Creator and His Son Jesus and reflects their combined
Kingdom Gospel message.

Jesus gave a solemn warning that many would think
they were following him, but had been inadvertently
deceived by false teachings and traditions (Matt. 7:21-27;
Luke 13:22-30; read this several times!).

Along with Acts 8:12, a brilliant summary by Luke
of the whole Christian faith and its content, remember to
show your friends Luke 8:12 (easily remembered). That
parable of the sower Mark notes is the most important
parable, without which no parable can be understood
(Mark 4:13). Luke 8:12 is an essential “John 3:16” verse
designed to open the mind of the inquirer as to how the
quest for immortality works. In verse 8 we learn that
Jesus customarily raised his voice and shouted as he
delivered this parable. Jesus knew that the issue of
immortality was at stake in our reception or refusal of the
sower parable. The disciples, as good students in the
classroom of the master teacher, were invited to interact.
Rabbi Jesus explained that to the elect few the secret of
immortality in the coming Kingdom of God on earth had
been graciously granted by God (v. 10). Those who failed
to grasp the Kingdom Gospel were blind. They heard the
words but did not understand their meaning (v. 10). In
verse 11 Jesus defined the seed of the sower as the word
of God, i.e. the word about the Kingdom (see Matt.
13:19). In verse 12 (Luke 8:12) we learn that the Devil,
who is intent on blocking our opportunity to live forever,
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comes and snatches away the Kingdom Gospel message
from the minds of the audience, “so that they will not
believe it and be saved.” Salvation according to Jesus is
here made dependent on an intelligent grasp of the Gospel
of the Kingdom. The Devil, knowing this, does his best to
remove that Message of the Kingdom from the minds of
those exposed to it, “so that they may not believe it and
be saved”!

This one text and many others ought to be proof
positive against the false idea that salvation is dependent
only and exclusively on believing that Jesus died for sins
and rose! Certainly the death and resurrection are
essential elements in the Gospel, but so is an intelligent
grasp of the Kingdom of God, tasted now in the spirit and
fully experienced as immortality only when Jesus returns.
Without the Kingdom of God as central and basic to the
Gospel, the Gospel is gutted and partial. Worst of all
Jesus is ignored and disobeyed. The one thing we cannot
risk is ignoring Jesus and of course later Jesus-in-Paul.
The whole Bible is our counsel, and the New Covenant in
the Greek New Testament Scriptures is the final
revelation. The Law of Moses in the letter has been
superseded by the final word in the Son of God. The
glory of Sinai, glorious as it was, has now been surpassed
by the glory of the New Covenant in Jesus (for this read 2
Cor. 3). The Torah of Jesus, the law of Messiah, is now
the gold standard, and that teaching of Jesus is summed
up in the Gospel of the Kingdom. The Torah of Christ is
not the same as the Torah of Moses in the letter (see Gal.
6:2; 1 Cor. 9:21).

The intelligent believer must avoid the two fatal
errors on each side of the Truth. Disobedience to the
commands of Jesus leads us away from immortality and
salvation. Obedience to the wrong commandments, those
of the Old Covenant in the letter, will have the effect of
putting us back in the shadows (Col. 2:16-17; Eph. 2:14-
15) and away from the risen Jesus Messiah.

Much contemporary “church” makes nothing at all of
the Gospel as defined by Jesus starting with Mark 1:14-
15. A misleading form of the Gospel appears when only
certain verses from Paul are cited. Thus the public is
often offered a twisted Paul and a neglected Jesus. Acts
8:12 and Luke 8:12 along with Mark 1:14-15 can bring
us back on track. Equally important are all the Gospel of
the Kingdom texts in Acts (1:3; 1:6, 8:12; 14:22; 19:8;
20:24-25, where the “Gospel of the grace of God” is
exactly the same as “the Gospel of the Kingdom™; 28:23,
31).

The foundation in Jesus’ teaching must never be
neglected. Jesus spoke of the need to be born again to
gain salvation (John 3:3-8). Peter explained the very same
process of rebirth when in 1 Peter 1:22-23 he wrote, “In
obedience to the truth [the saving Gospel]...you have
been born again.” It was the seed of the parable of the
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sower which caused that rebirth (1 Pet. 1:23 = Luke
8:11). That seed was contained in the word which was
preached to you as Gospel (v. 25). What perfect
simplicity and harmony between Jesus and his apostolic
students and teachers. Then never forget that ‘“‘some
believe for a while” (Luke 8:13). Salvation requires
persistence through trial and tribulation until the end.

After the fiery testing of our faith, parallel to the
testing of gold, we can expect to hear these
congratulatory words: “Well done, good and faithful
servant; take charge of ten cities” (Luke 19:17). The
testing of our faith “will result in praise and honor and
glory for you at the future revelation of Jesus Christ” (1
Pet. 1:7).

Is this Gospel clear to you, and are your friends being
exposed to it all regularly? If not you can change all this
by good clear teaching at every opportunity. You will be
like Paul who entered the market place on a regular basis
(Acts 17:17) (the internet today?) and spoke to all who
would listen to the good news of how to gain immortality
and govern the world with Jesus. No wonder then that
Paul urged believers to “seek for glory and honor and
immortality” (Rom. 2:7; cp. “seek first the Kingdom of
God,” Matt. 6:33).

What we propose in this free magazine Focus on the
Kingdom is nothing new. What we are presenting is
recognized by many who fully see that church and its
traditions can easily be at variance with the Bible. Mark
12:29 and Mark 1:14-15, Acts 8:12, Luke 8:12 are
indispensable, basic verses to work from.

Amongst many most encouraging letters from earlier
radio listeners (our 260 15-minute radio programs on the
Kingdom are archived at restorationfellowship.org), I
received this from a Roman Catholic professor of
theology and author:

“I think it is relevant for me to say that I am a
professor of theology and of New Testament at a Roman
Catholic institution...and that I think that your
publication Focus on the Kingdom 1is theologically
important, however much it may be neglected by the
sector that I thus represent. You address radically
important issues in Christian theology which are
entirely appropriate because in fact the theological
exercise is only adolescent and in need of further
guidance. I think you are doing a good work that I hope
will eventually have an impact on my own Roman
Catholic Church tradition. There is much work to be done
before we can, collectively, think clearly, and I am glad
your honesty about these things is so unflinching.”

— Professor John C. Meagher (1935-2003),
professor Emeritus of English and Religion at the
University of Toronto (St. Michael’s College) and the
Toronto School of Theology.<
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Psalm 110:1: The second lord is

not Lord!
hen I asked Dr. Paula Fredriksen (From Jesus
to Christ) why she reported the second lord of
Psalm 110:1 as ADONAI, she graciously replied that she
immediately grabbed her Tanakh and then said, “You are
absolutely right: we need each other...I will see that this is
changed in a future printing.”

James Dunn wrongly quotes the word, the second
lord as ADONALI in his Unity and Diversity in the New
Testament: “The Hebrew of Psalm 110:1 uses two
different words: Yahweh and ADONAI. How the word
would have been read in Aramaic is a source of dispute.”

This is all wrong. The Aramaic is mari (my lord)
which is also non-Deity, i.e. = adoni. Adoni is 195 times
in all in the Hebrew Bible and the 179th time it occurs is
Psalm 110:1. You have thus 178 chances to get it right
before arriving at Psalm 110:1!

There are 450 times for ADONAI and so one has a
total of 645 chances to see the difference in the OT! Then
International Standard Bible Encyclopedia on “Lord”:
“The form adoni, ‘my lord’ is to be -carefully
distinguished from the divine title adonay, Lord.” <~

“Jesus’ beliefs, therefore, remained those of a first-
century Jew committed to the coming kingdom of Israel’s
god. He did not waver in his loyalty to Jewish doctrine
but his beliefs were those of a first-century Jew who
believed that the kingdom was coming in and through
his own work. His loyalty to Israel’s cherished beliefs
therefore took the form of critique and renovation from
within; of challenge to traditions and institutions whose
true purpose, he believed (like prophets long before and
radicals in his own day), had been grievously corrupted
and distorted; and of new proposals which, though
without precedent, were never mere innovation. They
always claimed the high ground: fulfillment, completion,
consummation. We can summarize Jesus’ beliefs in terms
of the three most fundamental Jewish beliefs:
monotheism, election and eschatology. Jesus believed that
there was one God who had made the world and who had
called Israel to be his people...He was a first-century
Jewish monotheist” (Bishop N.T. Wright, Jesus and the
Victory of God, p. 652).

Editor: How can anyone resist asking the painfully
obvious question: Why do Jesus’ professed followers in
church not follow the teachings of Jesus in Mark 12:28ff,
especially because of the dramatically significant words
of God: “This is my beloved Son, listen to him” (Mark
9:7).

* SCM Press, 1990, p.393.
? Vol. 3, p. 158.
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Comments

* “At the prophecy conference in Arkansas you kept
informing me Adonai and Adoni were distinctive. I came
home after the convention and have been profusely
searching for the root of these 2 words. I couldn’t sleep,
because I wanted to know what those 2 words were, and
thought to myself, if he is right, then this solves the
debacle of the Trinity forever. All I kept coming up with
was the word Adon, and could not wrap my head around
how you came to use Adonai and Adoni from this word. 1
read and searched daily and still was not satisfied with
these 2 words until I come across your Sept 2015 (‘Don’t
Miss the Point’) edition of Focus on the Kingdom. There
it was all spelled out for me! I am now satisfied and can
finally sleep. Prayers have been answered! I'm going to
spread this far and wide as I possibly can! Thank you for
your insight. There is not much out on the internet
regarding adoni.” — lowa

* “When I was a younger man I had little interest in
the faith. Then one fine day when I was in my twenties 1
watched as a group of hippies (my counter culture peers
in those days) heckled and mocked a young Christian who
was trying to witness to them. My gut reaction was that
the Christian seemed pretty misguided but I was deeply
offended by the ugly behavior of ‘my people.” I was not a
believer myself but I felt a sudden and unexpected bond
with that foolish street preacher and thought ‘I'm with
him.” Some years later I met a Christian of the Oneness
persuasion whose passionate witness to the divinity of
Jesus seemed sensible and at least comprehensible —
compared to the Jabberwocky theology of the Trinity. I
was completely won over and overlooked the obvious
shortcomings of Oneness thought because it seemed far
better to me than the nonsensical language of the Trinity.
Later, and after many years in the pulpit I eventually
stepped out of pastoral ministry altogether for a variety of
reasons. That was about fifteen years ago. Since then I’ve
been at something of a loss, belonging nowhere, knowing
that both the Oneness and Trinitarian positions were
untenable. Why build relationships and invest your life in
a church when you know full well that if you ever express
your honest views disapproval and expulsion await?
Needless to say, I am thankful to have discovered your
work. I am almost 68 years old now and am beginning to
feel that there may still be a little bit of usefulness left in
me. This is a conversation I’ve been having with God for
a long, long time and with growing clarity comes the hope
that He might just bless me with the chance to do
something on His behalf.” — Email

* “When [ first was reading catechism as a young
child it seemed strange that God was described as three
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persons. In adult relationships I’ ve heard some people say
Jesus has to be God because it’s the only way he could be
sinless to be a successful sacrifice to God for our sins. To
me it seems so confusing and improbable; God (Jesus)
sacrificing himself to God. Instead God chose to give the
power to Jesus to choose sinlessness in all his life. Then
the sinless man Jesus was our atonement. I think that is
an understanding that is revolutionary, more encouraging
and truer to the Bible writings, and showing more of
God’s power, than the baffling Trinity idea. I intend to
visit more about the Kingdom of Heaven via videos,
books and your website’s other writings and the Bible of
course (makes more sense now).” — Canada

* “I am now reading chapter 13 of your book Our
Fathers Who Aren’t in Heaven. You really nailed it.
Over the years we have heard sermons from probably
more than a dozen churches and have yet to hear a
sermon on our inheritance in the Kingdom of God. It is
hard to understand why the message that Jesus brought is
eviscerated so by the churches, ignored or -called
something else. But even more astounding is why the
parishioners never question this obvious departure from
scripture, unless their lack of familiarity with scripture
itself is the root cause. ‘Truly an enemy hath done this.’
What is also alarming is that most pastors would call the
message of salvation the message of the Kingdom, and
then only preach about Jesus the person, ignoring His
message. It is akin to bait and switch.” — Georgia

* “I am a practicing Roman Catholic, though I am
hard-pressed to refer to myself as devout, even though I
have contemplated the priesthood for many years. I
apologize for writing you, but having watched your
videos and having read the Scriptures itself, I came to a
great impasse — much has changed in my mind about
what’s right and wrong. As a physician and scientist by
the grace of God, I’ve never accepted the Trinity. After
12 years of Catholic school education from kindergarten
to twelfth grade, and having been a Sunday school
teacher myself, I am fairly confident that we were never
taught the doctrines of the Trinity, the Deity of Christ, or
anything of that sort. I knew it had something to do with
‘three and one,” but whenever I used the word ‘God,” 1
always had a singular person in mind — I’'m glad to see
I’m in good company with the Tanakh and New
Testament writers.

“I’ve ordered some of your books including your
Bible translation and am almost done with your book on
the Trinity. As you could imagine, the Roman Catholics
are relentlessly assaulted with the idea of ‘outside of the
Catholic Church, there is no salvation,” and that people
who don’t accept the pope go to hell, so there’s a lot of
psychology and fear there. I want to be saved and follow
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Christ. I want to obey Christ as Hebrews 5:9 says. I want
to live by the spirit and not be bound by legalism, but I
don’t know how. If you, or someone you know can help, 1
would appreciate it.” — New York

California News

Greetings to all biblical unitarians in southern
California. The Church of God General Conference in
cooperation with Anthony Buzzard and the Restoration
Fellowship, is launching a new congregation in Los
Angeles on April 30 of this year. The organizing event
will be held at the Church of the Open Bible, 440 West
La Verne Avenue, Pomona. Worship services will be at
10:00 a.m. with an organizational meeting following. A
meal will be hosted by the Pomona congregation, which is
a member congregation of the General Conference. The
event will be introducing those in the area to the Pomona
church at the same time it organizes the beginning of a
congregation in Los Angeles. Anthony Buzzard will be
the guest speaker, along with Seth Ross, the Executive
Director of the Church of God Conference. Robin Todd,
Coordinator of the U.S. Missions Board for Church
Planting, is organizing the event in conjunction with the
Pomona pastor, Bruce Reye.

God is calling a people together to be a team for His
Son, Jesus the Messiah when he returns to set up his
Kingdom on this earth. All of us are called to use our
gifts, talents, and abilities for the good of the team’s
effort to share the Good News of the coming Kingdom of
God before it actually arrives. All members of the body
are needed in order to encourage one another as we see
the day approaching, to advance spiritual maturity
amongst the members, and to share the Gospel.

If you are interested in fellowship with others of like
mind in the Biblical faith, please make plans to join us at
this event, and to be participating members of the new
congregation in Los Angeles or members of the Pomona
church. If you have any questions you can contact Robin
Todd at (360) 701-9219, or email him at
robinsings4u@comcast.net. For questions regarding
onsite particulars, contact Pastor Bruce Reye at the
church phone number, 909-593-3411, or email him at
reye003 @aol.com. We look forward to seeing you there!
These are exciting times for the people of God!

Pastor Brian K. Wright has relocated to Kentucky
and is available for in-home visits and Bible studies
anywhere in the state.

Interested persons may contact Brian at (404) 909-
6009 (cell); (502) 286-6131 (home); or by email at
brianwright @bardstowncable.net
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Theological Conference - May 18-21, 2017 - Calvin Center, Hampton, Georgia
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Phone-Home Cell

E-mail

Conference rates:
Single: $415 Double: $260 per person Bunkbed: $185 per person Commuter: $85 per person

Room type: HOTEL-STYLE Single_  Double___
BUNKBED ___ Sheets and towels for $15__

Roommate’s names (or we can assign for bunkbed rooms):

Transportation to/from Atlanta airport? Round-trip ($25) _ One-way ($15) From airport __ To airport____
If so, Date & Time of Arrival Departure
Airline & Flight Number
Shuttle on Thurs. to Calvin Center (Circle one) 2:00 pm 4:00 pm

Please send with non-refundable deposit of $50 per person by April 21 to:
Atlanta Bible College, PO Box 2950, McDonough, GA 30253




